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INTRODUCTION 

 

 This booklet was written for the Haverkamp family reunion held 4 August 2018 in 

Shoreview, Minnesota. It gives an overview of the ancestry of Herman John Haverkamp 

Jr. (1888-1937), his wife Mary Jessie Cluckey (1894-1978), and their 13 children. 

 Genealogy is a constant work in progress. Please visit my website, 

http://arbor.purplelagoon.org, for updates as I learn more about our family history. If 

you’d like to be notified when I update the site, or if you have any questions, comments, 

or corrections, please email me at juniper@purplelagoon.org.  

 Please consider submitting information about your own immediate family using the 

blank form at the end of this booklet. You may send it to 

juniper@purplelagoon.org. To protect 

privacy I will not publish details about living people, but I appreciate having the 

information to make the genealogical record more complete for future generations. 

 I am grateful to Jan Allen, Muggs Murphy, Perry Streeter, and Megan Walsh for their 

support of this project. The tree on the cover was drawn by Megan.    

        

          Kristen Murphy 

          22 July 2018 
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Herman John Haverkamp Sr.’s declaration of intention to become a U. S. citizen, 1888. The 

statement that he arrived on the Fourth of July was probably a patriotic error – a ship’s 

passenger list shows that he and his wife Johanna arrived 29 June 1882. 
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HAVERKAMP 

 

 This chapter traces the paternal ancestry of  Herman John Haverkamp Jr. (1888-

1937). Little is known of his maternal ancestry at this time. 

 
German origins 

 

 Our Haverkamp ancestors lived in the Oldenburg Münsterland region of 

northwestern Germany in what is now the district of Vechta, Lower Saxony. Until 1871 

Germany was not a unified country, but a confederation of loosely affiliated nation-states 

with frequently changing borders and governments. Between 1252 and 1803 Oldenburg 

Münsterland was part of the Prince-Bishopric of Münster, an ecclesiastical principality of 

the Holy Roman Empire, and was ruled by a bishop. For this reason the area was 

predominantly Roman Catholic. 

 Hermann Henrich Haverkamp was our earliest known Haverkamp ancestor. He 

was born 11 December 1812 in the village of Holdorf in Oldenburg Münsterland and died 

there 31 January 1862.1 He was a farmer of the type known as a colon (German: Kolon).2 

Colons held permanent, inheritable leases for the land they farmed, which was owned by 

a wealthy landlord such as the Church or nobility. The lease could be passed down 

through many generations of the colon’s family, along with the obligation to make 

payments and render services to the landlord. This was a form of serfdom.3 

 Hermann Henrich Haverkamp was married 3 June 1840 in Holdorf to Maria 

Elisabeth Meyer, who was born 4 September 1812 in the nearby village of Osterfeine 

and died 31 January 1909 in Holdorf.4 They had five children, all born in Holdorf:5 

 1. Hermann Henrich Franz Joseph Haverkamp, born 18 March 1841. 

 2. Catharina Bernardina Haverkamp, born 3 October 1844. 

 3. Franz Bernhard Heinrich Haverkamp (also known as Henry), born 12 April  

 1847.   

 4. Josephina Haverkamp, born 31 January 1850; died 9 September 1853 in Holdorf. 

5. Johan Hermann Haverkamp (also known as Herman John Haverkamp Sr.),  

born 16 or 27 July 1852.6 
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Two brothers emigrate to America 

 

 Franz Bernhard Heinrich Haverkamp, the second son of Hermann Henrich and 

Maria Elisabeth (Meyer) Haverkamp, served as a lance corporal in Oldenburg’s Cavalry 

Regiment #19 during the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71 and was awarded the Prussian 

Iron Cross, 2nd Class.7 He emigrated to the United States in 18748 and settled about 1880 

in Stearns County, Minnesota, where he was a farmer.9 He was known there as “Henry,” 

the Americanized form of “Heinrich.” Henry was married 3 April 1883 in St. Bernard, 

Hamilton County, Ohio10, to Catharina Wilhelmina Lütmer Strahtmann, and they had 

four daughters. He died 11 October 1926 in Stearns County, Minnesota, and is buried in 

St. John’s Cemetery, Meire Grove.11 

 Henry’s younger brother, Johan Hermann Haverkamp, eventually joined him in 

the United States. This was a common pattern, as people who had settled in the U. S. 

would often write to family in the old country encouraging them to follow. Hermann12 

was married to Johanna Wilhelmine Shuckhoff13, who was born 8 August 1858.14 They 

left Germany aboard the ship S.S. Hohenzollern out of Bremen and arrived in the U.S. at 

Baltimore 29 June 1882.15 By 1885 they were living near Henry in Stearns County, 

Minnesota, where the two households appear next to one another in the state census.16 

Over the years they moved within the county, living at New Munich and later at Melrose, 

while Henry and his family remained at Meire Grove. Johan Hermann Haverkamp was a 

farmer and was known in the U.S. as Herman John Haverkamp Sr. 

 Herman and Johanna Haverkamp had five children born in Stearns County: 

1. Emma P. Haverkamp, born October 188317, married 15 May 1906 to Peter P.  

Mohs18, died in Stearns County 24 June 1929.19 

 2. Henry Aloysius Haverkamp, born 2 November 188620, married 15 February  

 1916  to Rose T. Vonderbrueggen21, died in Becker County 24 September 1963.22 

 3. Herman John Haverkamp Jr., born 1 February 188823, married 8 October 1912  

 to Mary Jessie Cluckey24, died in Perham, Otter Tail County, 8 February 1937.25 

 4. Andrew George Haverkamp, born 6 February 189126, married 11 February 1918  

 to Mary Jasken27, died in Carlton County 1 September 1974.28 

 5. Anton Haverkamp, born 10 March 1893, died 11 March 1893.29 
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 Johanna (Shuckhoff) Haverkamp died 13 March 1893 at the age of 34 from 

complications related to Anton’s birth.30 Mother and son are buried at Immaculate 

Conception Cemetery in New Munich.31 

 Herman Haverkamp Sr. remained in Stearns County for at least ten years after 

Johanna’s death. He became a naturalized U. S. citizen in 1897.32 He visited Germany in 

early 1903 and brought back with him a young emigrant couple, apparently relatives of 

his, who settled in Stearns County.33 By 1905 Herman and his children were no longer 

living together: Emma was then working as a laundress in Breckenridge, Wilkin 

County34, while her teenaged brothers (the youngest, Andrew, was only 14 at the time) 

were farmhands on three separate farms in Stearns County.35  

 By 1920 Herman Sr. had moved to Becker County and was living in the home of his 

son Herman Haverkamp Jr.36 By 1930 he was living with his son Andrew in Callaway 

Township, Becker County.37 Herman Haverkamp Sr. died of cancer 3 December 1930 in 

Callaway Township and is buried at Most Holy Redeemer Cemetery in Ogema, Becker 

County, Minnesota.38 

  
Herman John Ha  verkamp Jr. 

  

 Herman John Haverkamp Jr., the third child of Herman John Haverkamp Sr. and 

Johanna (Shuckhoff) Haverkamp, was born 1 February 1888 in New Munich, Stearns 

County.39 He lost his mother at age five and by 17 had left home to work as a farmhand, 

as mentioned above. He remained a farmer for his entire life. By 1910 he had moved 

from Stearns to Becker County, where he was a farmhand in White Earth Township.40 He 

was married 8 October 1912 at White Earth to Mary Jessie Cluckey.41 (For Mary's 

family history, see the next two chapters.) By 1920 Herman owned a farm in Township 

142, Becker County (his brother Henry owned a neighboring farm), and had his father 

living with him42 and his growing family. By 1930 the family had moved to a rented farm 

in Maple Grove Township.43 

 Herman John Haverkamp Jr. died 8 February 1937 at St. James Hospital in Perham, 

Otter Tail County.44 Mary Jessie (Cluckey) Haverkamp died 24 January 1978 in Detroit 
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Lakes, Becker County.45 They are buried at Most Holy Redeemer Cemetery in Ogema, 

Becker County. 

 Herman John Haverkamp Jr. and Mary Jessie (Cluckey) Haverkamp had 13 children 

born in Becker County, Minnesota: 

 1. Ivan John Haverkamp, born 22 April 191346, married 14 April 1936 in St. Louis  

 County, Minnesota, to Lauretta Mildred McCabe47, died 3 December 1996.48 

 2. Ora May Haverkamp, born 20 November 1914, married 8 October 1936 in  

Becker County to Alfred Owen Peterson49, died 10 August 2008 in Cass County, 

North Dakota.50 

 3. Melverna Margaret Haverkamp, born 26 May 1916, married 7 December 1937  

 in Becker County to Forest Wilmer Pfeifer51, died 9 November 1964 in Detroit  

 Lakes, Becker County.52 

 4. Wilbert Aloysius Haverkamp, born 15 January 1918, married 17 June 1958 in  

 Alexandria, Virginia, to Doris Irene Swiggum53, died 24 March 2002.54 

 5. Mildred Philomene Haverkamp, born 23 September 1919, first married 13  

September 1941 in Becker County to Erling Baukol55, married again in 1978 to Frank 

Brandt, died 5 May 2003.56 

 6. Marie Ethelbert Haverkamp, born 23 September 1919, married 29 June 1937 in  

 Becker County to Bernard Heinen57, died 15 April 1998.58 

 7. Lawrence Peter Haverkamp, born 2 March 1921, married 3 July 1948 in Becker  

County to Beverly Ernid Erickson59, died 5 August 1996 in Dakota County, 

Minnesota.60 

 8. Evelyn Leioba Haverkamp, born 18 September 1923, first married 30 April 1943  

 in Becker County to Jerald William Herting, married again 15 February 1953 in  

 Kalispell, Flathead County, Montana, to Leslie C. DeVoe61, died 13 February 1999 in  

 Polson, Lake County, Montana.62 

 9. Rita Marie Haverkamp, born 22 August 1925, married 1 September 1950 in  

 Grant County, Minnesota, to Norald Orville Brekke63, died 18 January 2016. 

10. Arthur Godfred “Red” Haverkamp, born 8 November 1927, married 3 April 

1948 in Hibbing, St. Louis County, Minnesota, to Dorothy Mae Olson64, died 22 July 

2014 in Hibbing.65 
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 11. Herman Harlow Haverkamp, born 31 January 1930, married 18 November  

 1951 in Zap, Mercer County, North Dakota, to Lillian Brunmeier,66 died 8 May 1997  

 in New Salem, Morton County, North Dakota.67  

12. Ervin Victor “Smiley” Haverkamp, born 10 April 1932, 

, died 3 August 2002. 

 13. Joy Ann “Dolly” Haverkamp, born 15 December 1934, married 27 November  

 1953 in Becker County to Emil Duane Jerdee69, divorced 15 February 197870, died 9  

 December 2005.71 

 

 

 

 
 

Marriage record of Herman John Haverkamp Jr. and Mary Jessie 

Cluckey, 1912. 
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Direct Ancestors of Herman John Haverkamp Jr. 
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CLO  UTIER/CLU  CKE  Y 

 

 This chapter traces the paternal ancestry of Mary Jessie Cluckey (1894-1978), wife 

of Herman John Haverkamp Jr. 

 “Cluckey” is one of several Americanized variants of “Cloutier,” a French surname 

derived from the word clou, meaning nail. (Some Cloutier descendants Americanized 

their names to Nailor or Naylor.) The name originally meant a person who was a maker 

or seller of nails, which in the early modern period were individually hand-forged, rare, 

and expensive. In our branch of the massive Cloutier family, the shift to “Cluckey” seems 

to have come gradually after the move from French-speaking Canada to Minnesota. 

Contrary to popular belief, immigrants’ names were not forcibly changed upon arrival in 

the United States, but many chose to adopt Americanized names in order to blend in. 

“Cluckey” was probably derived phonetically – try saying “Cloutier” (CLUE-tee-ay) five 

times fast and it will probably end up sounding a bit like “Cluckey.” 

  
Zacharie Cloutier, P  ioneer of New F  r  ance 

 

 Zacharie Cloutier, born about 1590 in the parish of Saint-Jean-Baptiste de 

Mortagne, France, is believed to be the common ancestor of all Cloutiers in North 

America.72 He was a prominent pioneer of New France, the French colony based in the 

St. Lawrence Valley of what is now Quebec, Canada. 

 Zacharie was the son of Denis Cloutier and Renée Brière. His birthplace is now 

Mortagne-au-Perche in the department of Orne, Normandy, but in the sixteenth century it 

was part of the small province of Perche. Zacharie Cloutier was married 18 July 1616 in 

Saint-Jean-Baptiste de Mortagne to Xainte (Sainte) Dupont, the widow of Michel 

Lermusier. They had six children, one of whom died in childhood.  

 Zacharie was a master carpenter. In 1619 he and his father Denis were among a 

group of laborers who traveled to New France to assist Samuel de Champlain in clearing 

and cultivating land for the colony. This group returned to France once their work was 

finished.  



 

10 

 In 1634 Zacharie was recruited by colonial seigneur Robert Giffard to return to New 

France as a colonist. The recruitment contract stipulated that Giffard would provide 

Zacharie with transportation to Canada as well as food, lodging, and maintenance for 

three years while he helped to clear and cultivate Giffard’s estate. The rest of the family 

was to be brought over after two years. Zacharie was also to receive half of the land he 

cleared, 1,000 acres of wild land near the St. Lawrence River, and two cows.73 

 Zacharie, his wife Xainte, and all five of their surviving children made the journey to 

New France. They were founding settlers of Beauport, now a suburb of Quebec City, 

where their lands were known as La Clouterie or La Cloutièrerie. The marriage of 

daughter Anne to Robert Drouin, contracted in 1636, was the first recorded marriage in 

Canada.  

 Zacharie and his friend Jean Guyon, a stonemason who had been recruited by Giffard 

at the same time, refused for several years to pay the fealty and homage – including 

annual dues – that they owed to Giffard under the seigneurial system. Because their 

contract had stated that they would hold their lands under Giffard as subseigneurs, rather 

than tenants, they argued that their lands were noble estates. In 1646 the governor of New 

France forced them to comply. This was an early example of the “insubordinate” 

tendencies of les Canadiens which were frequently noted in later decades by visitors 

from France, who were scandalized that the colonists did not adhere to the same social 

hierarchies as the old country.74 

 Around 1670 the Cloutiers relocated from Beauport to Château-Richer. Zacharie 

Cloutier died there 17 September 1677 and his wife Xainte died 13 July 1680. They were 

buried at Château-Richer. 

 
Descendants of Zacharie Cloutier in Canada 

 

 Zacharie and Xainte’s oldest son, also named Zacharie Cloutier, was baptized 16 

August 1617 in Saint-Jean-Baptiste de Mortagne, France. After emigrating to Canada 

with his parents and siblings, he returned briefly to France where he was married to 

Madeleine Emard in 1648. After marrying they returned to Canada and had eight 

children. Zacharie fils died 3 February 1708 at Château-Richer. 
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 Charles Cloutier, son of Zacharie fils and Madeleine, was born about 1663. He was 

married 26 February 1685 in Château-Richer to Anne Thibault, who was born about 

1666 and was the daughter of Guillaume Thibault and Marie Magdeleine Le François.75 

 Joseph Cloutier, son of Charles and Anne, was married to Elisabeth Morin76, the 

daughter of Pierre Nöel Morin.77 Following Elisabeth’s death, Joseph was married again 

28 September 1733 in Montmagny to Marie Magdeleine Lefevre, daughter of Jean 

Lefevre and Reine [Mainié?].78 

 Basile Cloutier, son of Joseph and Elisabeth, was married 21 April 1754 in St-

Pierre-de-la-Rivière-du-Sud to Angélique Blanchet, daughter of Joseph Blanchet.79 

 Francois Cloutier, son of Basile and Angélique, was married 4 February 1782 in 

Baie-du-Febvre to Marguerite Baillargeon, daughter of Louis Baillargeon and Marie 

[Massicot?].80 

 Augustin Cloutier, son of Francois and Marguerite, was born about 1801. He was 

married 31 January 1826 in Sorel to Marguerite Péloquin dite Crédit, who was born 

about 1806 and was the daughter of Mathieux Péloquin dit Crédit and Marie-Paul Hus.81 

Augustin was a farmer.82 He and Marguerite had 10 children. 

 
Relocation to Minnesota 

 

 Paul Cloutier, son of Augustin and Marguerite, was born 10 July 1826 in Sorel.83 

The 1851 census lists his occupation as day laborer (journalier).84 He was married 23 

February 1852 in Ste-Monique to Marie Marcotte, daughter of Michel Marcotte and 

Angélique Lemire.85 They had seven sons. Shortly after their marriage Paul and Marie 

emigrated to the Minnesota Territory, where several of Paul’s siblings had also relocated. 

By 1875 Marie had evidently died and Paul was living in Winsted, McLeod County, 

Minnesota.86 Evidence suggests that Paul later remarried and that he died prior to 1885. 

 Elias Cloutier/Cluckey, son of Paul and Marie, was born 13 August 1858 in 

Minnesota87, possibly in Mendota, Dakota County. Elias, known as Eli, was a farmer and 

later worked for the railroad. He probably never learned to read or write.88 He moved 

repeatedly throughout his life: at minimum he lived in McLeod, Marshall, Todd, Becker, 

and Wilkin counties in Minnesota as well as in Richland County, North Dakota. Elias 
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was married 2 April 1890 in Wadena, Wadena County, to Minnie Streeter.89 (For 

Minnie’s family history, see the next chapter.) They had three, or possibly four, children: 

 1. Chester Alfred Cluckey, born 5 August 1891. He was married 14 October 1916  

in Becker County, Minnesota, to Inez E. Webster.90 They lived in Wahpeton, 

Richland County, North Dakota, and Chester worked as a railroad car repairman.91 

He died 17 September 1959 in Hennepin County, Minnesota92, and is buried at Oak 

Grove Cemetery in Detroit Lakes, Becker County, Minnesota. 

 2. Julius Henry Cluckey, born 6 September 1892 in Kent, Wilkin County,  

Minnesota. He served in the U. S. Army from 1918-191993 as a private in Company 

B, 357th Infantry Regiment, 90th Division.94 He was married 20 May 1920 in Wilkin 

County to Ruth A. Robidean.95 They lived in Kenosha, Wisconsin, where Julius was 

a car inspector for the Chicago & North Western Railway Co.96 He died 19 

December 1978.97 

3. Mary Jessie Cluckey, born 14 October 189498 in Wilkin County, Minnesota. She 

was married 8 October 1912 in Becker County, Minnesota, to Herman John 

Haverkamp Jr.99, and they had 13 children (see previous chapter for details). She died 

24 January 1978 in Detroit Lakes, Becker County100, and is buried at Most Holy 

Redeemer Cemetery in Ogema. 

4. Cornelius F. Cluckey may or may not have been the son of Elias and Minnie; see 

below for details. 

Minnie (Streeter) Cluckey probably died sometime between 1895 and 1898. Elias was 

married again 3 November 1898 in McLeod County, Minnesota, to Marie Henriette 

LaVallée.101 Marie was the widow of Louis Bebeau/Bebo and had five children from her 

first marriage: Albert, Franklin Oliver, Josephine Odelia, Henry, and Emma. Marie and 

Elias Cloutier/Cluckey had two or three children together: 

1. Cornelius F. Cluckey, if he was indeed Marie’s son rather than Minnie’s. His 

maternity is unclear because various records give conflicting dates for his birth: 

either March 1898 or March 1900. One possibility is that Minnie died giving birth to 

Cornelius in 1898 and he was raised as though Marie, the only mother he’d ever 

known, was his birth mother. Cornelius never married and appears to have remained 

in his parents’ household as long as they lived. He worked as a laborer on farms and 
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the railroad. He died 27 February 1959 in Detroit Lakes, Becker County, Minnesota, 

and is buried at Calvary Cemetery in White Earth.102 

2. Elmer Alphonse Cluckey, born 10 May 1901 in Becker County103, Minnesota. He 

died 11 February 1973 in Frazee and is buried at Calvary Cemetery in White 

Earth.104 

3. Arthur Joseph Cluckey, born 4 March 1905 in Becker County105, Minnesota. He 

was married 19 December 1933 in Becker County to Gwendolyn Idona “Betty” 

Hilst.106 They lived for many years in Seattle, Washington, where Arthur worked for 

Boeing.107 He died 11 May 1971 in Washington.108 

Elias Cloutier/Cluckey died 21 December 1934 in White Earth Township, Becker 

County, Minnesota.109 His wife Marie Henriette (LaVallée) Cluckey died 23 April 

1942 in Callaway, Becker County.110 They are both buried at Calvary Cemetery111 in 

White Earth.  

 In records from Minnesota, members of Paul’s and Elias’s generations are sometimes 

listed as “Cloutier” and sometimes as “Cluckey.” Elias’s children appear to have used 

“Cluckey” almost exclusively. 

 
 

 
Commemorative plaque at 

Zacharie Cloutier Park in 

Beauport, Quebec. It reads: “In 

tribute to Zacharie Cloutier, 

master carpenter, Xainte Dupont, 

and their five children, arrived 

from Perche in 1634. They settled 

in these parts on land granted by 

Sieur Robert Giffard to which they 

gave the name of ‘La Clouterie.’  

– The Cloutier Association of 

America.” Photo by minn-ego at 

FindAGrave.com.

Kristen Murphy
CORRECTION: Arthur Joseph Cluckey was the son of Josephine Odelia Bebo (Marie Henriette Cluckey’s daughter from her first marriage) and Henry Lenoue. He was raised by Eli and Marie Henriette Cluckey, and until young adulthood believed that they were his parents and that Josephine was his sister. My thanks to Bob Wray Jr. for sharing this information. See also Baillif, Matilda V. (1929), The Lavocat Family in America, pp. 73-74.

Kristen Murphy
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Direct P  aternal Ancestors of Mary Jessie Cluckey 
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STREETER 

 

 This chapter traces the maternal ancestry of Mary Jessie Cluckey (1894-1978), wife 

of Herman John Haverkamp Jr. She was descended on both sides of her mother’s family 

– her mother’s parents having been first cousins – from the Streeter family of Dunnings 

Farm, East Grinstead, Sussex, England112, approximately 27 miles south of London.  

 
F  rom England to New Y  ork 

 

 William Streeter, born about 1713, was the first Streeter to occupy Dunnings Farm. 

He arrived there about 1737 and was married about 1741 to Ann [surname unknown]. 

William’s origins are unproven but he may have been a son of Richard and Elizabeth 

(Humphrey) Streeter born near Charlwood, Surrey, England. William and Ann had eight 

children, all of whom were christened at St. Swithun’s Church in East Grinstead between 

1742 and 1754. William was buried in East Grinstead 1 October 1787. 

 Thomas Streeter, the youngest child of William and Ann, was christened 16 June 

1754. He was first married 14 October 1776 in Cowden, Kent, England, to Anne 

Strickland. After living in London for a time, Thomas and Anne emigrated to the United 

States around 1794. Thomas’s sister Elizabeth (Streeter) Faulkner, nephew William 

Streeter, and Anne’s brother Daniel Strickland emigrated around the same time, and they 

retained close ties in America. Thomas and Anne settled near the Town of Bath, Steuben 

County, New York, where Thomas was a Baptist minister. He also owned land for a time 

in the Town of Windham, Greene County, New York, and operated a wagon shop there. 

Following Anne’s probable death, Thomas remarried about 1807 to Louisa [surname 

unknown]113, who was born in Connecticut 25 June 1773. They had nine children. 

Thomas died 18 September 1831 and Louisa died 12 January 1844, both probably in the 

Town of Canisteo, Steuben County, New York.114 
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T  wo Brothers Move W  est  

 

 Mary Jessie Cluckey was descended from Thomas and Louisa Streeter through two 

of their sons: John and Richard. 

 John Streeter was born 8 November 1816, probably in the Town of Addison (now 

Cameron), Steuben County, New York. He was married March 1840 or 1841 at Canisteo, 

Steuben County, New York, to Martha Ann “Matty” Thomas, who was born 12 

November 1825 in New York. They had five children.115 John and Martha moved west 

about 1854 and settled in Washington Township, Winneshiek County, Iowa116, where 

John was a farmer.117 During the Civil War he served as a private in Company B, 2nd 

Battalion, 16th Regiment, U. S. Infantry. He went missing in action 27 February 1864 at 

Buzzard’s Roost, Georgia118; it was later learned that he had been captured and sent to the 

Confederate prison at Andersonville, Georgia, where he died 28 November 1864 of 

“scorbutus [scurvy] and ulcers.”119 He is buried at Andersonville National Cemetery in 

Section H, Grave #12186. His widow, Martha, was remarried in 1867 to Isaac Thomas120 

and eventually moved to Minnesota. She died after 1906. 

 John’s younger brother, Richard Streeter, was born 7 March 1822 in New York, 

probably in the Town of Canisteo. He was a blacksmith and farmer. Richard married 

Esther Wilson around 1844 and they had five children. By 1860 they had moved to 

Fairfield, Sauk County, Wisconsin.121 The marriage ended with Esther’s death or possibly 

with a separation122, and Richard was married for a second time in 1865 to Louisa 

Stevens. By 1870 he had moved to Washington Township, Winneshiek County, Iowa123, 

where his widowed sister-in-law Martha Ann “Matty” Thomas was living with her 

children and new husband. Richard was married for a third time there in 1871 to Adaline 

Lynton. Richard died sometime after 1885.124 

 
A Marriage of Cousins 

 

 Thomas J. Streeter, son of John and Martha Ann “Matty” (Thomas) Streeter, was 

born about 1849, probably in the Town of Canisteo, Steuben County, New York. As a 
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child he moved with his family to Washington Township, Winneshiek County, Iowa125, 

around 1854. He grew up there and became a farmer.  

 Around 1870-72 Thomas married his first cousin, Mary Ann Esther Streeter, who 

was the daughter of Richard and Esther (Wilson) Streeter. Accounts of her birth year 

range from 1842 to 1849; her death certificate lists a birthdate of 16 November 1844 in 

New York.126 She was first married in 1865 to James Gabriel Cornish and had a son, 

Walter Anson Cornish; that marriage ended in divorce before 1870. With her second 

husband, Thomas J. Streeter, she had five children. Since Thomas and Mary were 

cousins, their children had two lines of descent from the Streeter family. 

 In 1875 Thomas, Mary, and their children were living in Canisteo, Dodge County, 

Minnesota127; this community was home to many transplants from Canisteo, Steuben 

County, New York, for which it was named. They moved three times over the next two 

decades: to Ellsworth Township, Meeker County, Minnesota, where they lived next door 

to their aunt Sarah Jane (Streeter) Porter128; to Eastern Township, Otter Tail County, 

Minnesota129; and finally to Twin Lakes Township, Carlton County, Minnesota.130  

 Sometime between 1895 and 1900 Thomas J. Streeter was admitted to the Fergus 

Falls State Hospital for the Insane in Otter Tail County131, where he remained for the rest 

of his life. He died there 24 February 1911 and is buried in the hospital’s cemetery.132 

When Thomas entered the hospital his wife, Mary, remained in Carlton County with the 

two youngest children who were still at home.133 After her youngest daughter married in 

1912, daughter, son-in-law, and grandchildren continued to live in Mary’s household.134 

Mary Ann Esther Streeter died 21 October 1923 in Duluth, St. Louis County, 

Minnesota135, and is buried at Silver Brook Township Cemetery in Wrenshall, Carlton 

County, in a grave marked “Grandmother Streeter.”136 

 
Minnie Str  eeter Cluck  ey 

 

 Minnie Streeter was the oldest child of Thomas J. Streeter and Mary Ann Esther 

Streeter. No birth record for Minnie has been found, but census records indicate she was 

born in Iowa about 1872137 or 1873.138 She was probably born in Winneshiek County, 

where her father139 and maternal grandfather140 resided in 1870. When Minnie was a 
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toddler the family moved to Minnesota. When she was about 17 she married Elias 

Cluckey on 2 April 1890 in Wadena, Wadena County, Minnesota.141 (For Elias’s family 

history, see the previous chapter.)  

 Because Minnie’s life is thinly documented and there was at least one other person 

named Minnie Streeter living in Minnesota around the same time, there is little evidence 

to prove that the Minnie Streeter who married Elias Cluckey is the same Minnie Streeter 

who was the daughter of Thomas J. and Mary Ann Esther Streeter. The key piece of 

evidence is the marriage record of Minnie and Elias: one of the witnesses to the marriage 

was Minnie’s half-brother Walter A. Cornish, son of Mary Ann Esther Streeter.142 

 No record of Minnie’s death has been found. She last appears in the census in June 

1895 in Wykeham Township, Todd County, Minnesota.143 At that time she and Elias had 

three children: Chester, Julius, and Mary Jessie Cluckey. In November 1898 Elias 

remarried. I hypothesize that Minnie may have died giving birth to a fourth child, 

Cornelius Cluckey, in March 1898; however, it is possible that Cornelius was actually the 

son of Elias Cluckey’s second wife. (For further details about the Cluckey children, see 

the previous chapter.) 
 

 

 

 

Grave of Private John Streeter, Company B, 

2nd Battalion, 16th Regiment, U. S. Infantry, 

at Andersonville National Cemetery, 

Georgia. Photo by Kevin Frye Andersonville 

Historian at FindAGrave.com. 
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Direct Maternal Ancestors of Mary Jessie Cluckey 
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